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ABSTRACT 

PROBLEM With conventional shopping credit, an application must be made at 
each use, which makes it unsuitable for repeated use, whereas with credit 
. cards, there is no need to make a new application at each use, credit cards 
being suitable for repeated use. However, a credit card system lacks in 
convenience and immediacy of allowing immediate issuance of a card to 
begin sales on credit. The immediate issuance of cards has not been 
possible because the problem of unauthorized issuance and misuse has 
made it difficult to hand over the card issuing service to sales stores or the 
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like. The present invention offers a credit card system which compensates 
for such problems of conventional credit sales, enabling the immediate 
issuance of credit cards at sales stores and the like, thereby preventing 
unauthorized issuance and unauthorized use of the cards, as well as enabling 
credit sales with a high level of security. 

SOLUTION A card having storing means for holding information containing first 
identification information, and a credit card system for, when first 
identification information is notified, storing first identification information 
and second identification information together, and storing information for 
validating second identification information to allow the issuance and use of 
the card. 



CLAIMS 

1. A credit card system comprising a card containing first identification 
information and second identification information, and memory means for comparing 
and storing first identification information and second identification information, and 
having means for enabling the second identification information of said memory means 
by notification of the first identification information of the card. 

2. A credit card system comprising a card containing first identification 
information, means for generating second identification information, and means for 
storing the first identification information and second identification information, 
wherein said means for generating second identification information generates second 
identification information upon notification of the first identification information of the 
card, and stores the first identification information and second identification information 
in the memory means. 
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3. A credit card system comprising a card containing first identification 
information, means for generating second identification information, and memory 
means for storing first identification information, wherein said means for generating 
second identification information generates the second identification information upon 
notification of the first identification information of the card, and stores the second 
identification information in said memory means as corresponding to the first 
identification information. 

4. A credit card system comprising a card containing first identification 
information, and memory means for comparing and storing the first identification 
information and second identification information, and having means for enabling the 
second identification information of said memory means by means of notification of 
first identification information of the card. 



5. A credit card system according to any one of claims 1-4, comprising means for 
reading and writing identification information with respect to the card, wherein 
information for enabling the card is recorded onto the card by said means for reading 
and writing by means of notification of the second identification information. 

6. A credit card system according to claim 5, wherein the information for 
enabling the card is second identification information. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
Field of Industrial Application 

The present invention relates to a system for making it simple to issue credit cards to 
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customers when using credit cards to sell goods or services (herebelow, goods and 
services shall be referred to collectively as goods etc.), particularly to a system for 
preventing an unauthorized issuance or unauthorized use when credit cards are issued 
not by the employees of credit companies but are immediately issued over the counter 
of merchants. 

Conventional Art 

Today, credit is often used by customers to make transactions in the purchase of goods. 
Largely divided, a system called installment or shopping credit and a settlement system 
using credit cards are commonly used. Shopping credit is a system wherein each time 
goods etc. are purchased, the purchaser writes predetermined information on an 
application form to apply for sales by installments through the sales office to a credit 
company or the credit accounting department of the sales company (hereinafter referred 
to as the credit company etc.), whereupon the credit company etc. performs a check on 
the reliability of the purchaser, then notifies the sales office of a member number which 
signifies the acceptance of the application for credit, after which the sales office handles 
the credit sales. Since this system requires authorization by the credit company etc. at 
each credit purchase, the restrictions of the credit company etc. are applicable to the 
sales contracts for each product, so that there are few problems with multiple debts or 
debit recovery accidents in credit sales, thus enabling work such as the preparation of 
application forms to be handled by the sales office. For the purchaser, goods etc. can 
be purchased simultaneously with the application for credit, and the goods can be taken 
home on the spot, which is simple and convenient for customers and sales offices, thus 
having the effect of promoting sales. 

The system using credit cards is a system wherein the user prepares a credit card prior 
to making the purchase. When the user submits an application on which has been 
written the necessary information to the sales office etc. of a credit company etc., and 
the sales office etc. submits the application form etc. to a credit company etc., or the 



Japanese Patent Application 
Laid-Open Publication No. H10-232897 



PageS 



user directly submits the application form to a credit company etc., the credit company 
etc. checks the contents, but unlike the case for shopping credit, the goods etc. to be 
purchased and their price are not clear at the time the credit card is issued, so that a 
credit limit is set for each user, and the credit card is issued to the user together with a 
notification of the amount thereof. Upon receiving a credit card, a user can make 
purchases on credit simply by signing a receipt without having to apply for credit at 
each purchase, as long as the amount remains within the prescribed limit. 

However, with regard to shopping credit, although convenient as mentioned, application 
procedures must be performed each time goods etc. are purchased on credit, and such 
procedures can be bothersome for users. For example, even when purchasing goods in 
the same department store, application procedures must be performed each time a 
purchase is made on each floor, which can be rather tiresome. 

With regard to credit cards, the checks on the credit limits for purchasing goods are 
currently not completely perfect at the credit companies etc., so that a verification with 
a comprehensive reliability check must be made, which together with the time required 
for preparation of the card and delivery, prolongs the time until the customer receives 
the card. While there have been some attempts to overcome this problem by issuing 
cards on the spot, there is a need to have non-issued cards ready at the issuing offices, in 
which case there is the danger of these cards being illegitimately issued, or of 
unauthorized use of lost cards, so that there is a need for employees of the credit 
company etc. to directly perform this work, or to distribute incomplete cards and to treat 
the cards upon each issuance, thus leaving problems in handing the issuing work over to 
sales offices etc. 

Problems to be Solved by the Invention 

Thus, with conventional shopping credit, a request must be made at each use, making it 
unsuitable for repeated reuse, but it has the advantages of high security for credit sales 
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and being able to allow the work such as filling in the application forms to be passed on 
to the sales offices, whereas with credit cards, there is no need to make a request at each 
use, making it suitable for repeated reuse, but having the problem of lacking 
convenience and immediacy which would enable the cards to be issued and ready for 
credit sales immediately. Additionally, the immediate issuance of cards for resolving 
these problems of cards must be directly performed by employees of a credit company 
etc. or with a special terminal or the like in order to combat unauthorized issuance or 
unauthorized use, thus not allowing card issuing work to be handed off to sales offices, 
which can be an obstacle to its diffusion. The present invention offers a credit card 
system which provides support for these problems of conventional credit sales, enables 
the immediate issuance of credit cards at sales offices etc., prevents the unauthorized 
issuance and unauthorized use of cards, and makes possible credit sales with a high 
level of security. 

Solution 

The means for resolving the above-mentioned problems according to the present 
invention include a credit card system comprising a card containing first identification 
information and second identification information, and memory means for comparing 
and storing first identification information and second identification information, and 
having means for enabling the second identification information of said memory means 
by notification of the first identification information of the card; a credit card system 
comprising a card containing first identification information, means for generating 
second identification information, and means for storing the first identification 
information and second identification information, wherein said means for generating 
second identification information generates second identification information upon 
notification of the first identification information of the card, and stores the first 
identification information and second identification information in the memory means; 
a credit card system comprising a card containing first identification information, means 
for generating second identification information, and memory means for storing first 
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identification information, wherein said means for generating second identification 
information generates the second identification information upon notification of the first 
identification information of the card, and stores the second identification information 
in said memory means as corresponding to the first identification ; a credit card system 
comprising a card containing first identification information, and memory means for 
comparing and storing the first identification information and second identification 
information, and having means for enabling the second identification information of 
said memory means by means of notification of first identification information of the 
card; a credit card system according to any of the above, comprising means for reading 
and writing identification information with respect to the card, wherein information for 
enabling the card is recorded onto the card by said means for reading and writing by 
means of notification of the second identification information; and a credit card system 
such as these systems wherein the information for enabling the card is second 
identification information. 

Embodiments 

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing a system according to an embodiment of the present 
invention, wherein 20 denotes a card, 30 denotes a system processing device of a credit 
card issuer, 31 denotes a keyboard, 32 denotes a reader, 33 denotes a display device, 34 
denotes a memory device, 35 denotes a communication adapter, 36 denotes a 
communication line, 40 denotes a system processing device of a credit card supplier, 41 
denotes a keyboard, 42 denotes a display device and 43 denotes a memory device; Fig. 
2 is a diagram showing a card information entry space, wherein 21 denotes a first 
identification information entry space, 22 denotes a user term of validity entry space 
and 23 denotes a company code entry space; and in Fig. 3, 50 denotes a card having first 
identification information and second identification information, 51 denotes a first 
identification information entry space, 52 denotes a second identification information 
entry space, 53 denotes a user term of validity entry space and 54 denotes a company 
code entry space. The card 20 is a card used for issuance as a credit card at a member 
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store, such that identification information which is different for each card, such as a 
number like "0001", "0002", . . "nnnn" is entered in the first identification 
information entry space 21 of the card 20, and information indicating the term of 
validity of the card, such as "1998 Dec 31", is entered in the user term of validity entry 
space 22, and information specifying the credit card supplier is entered in the company 
code entry space 23, and the card is pre-supplied from a credit company etc. to a 
member store. The information written on the card is not limited to the above, and the 
case where other types of information are provided is not excluded. 

When a customer applies for a credit card to be issued at a member store which is a 
credit card issuer, he usually enters the necessary information such as the customer 
name*, address and date of birth or the like on a prescribed credit card application form 
and submits this to an employee at the member store. The employee at the member 
store, upon receiving the credit card application form or the like from the customer, 
selects from among the previously provided cards 20 for issuance as credit cards a card 
having, for example, "0001" entered in the first identification information entry space 
21, notifies the system of the credit company etc. by appending the first identification 
information "0001" of the card to information such as the customer name, address and 
date of birth, and inquires as to the reliability of the customer. The inquiry may be 
performed online through a communication adapter 35 and communication line 36, or 
by a communication device such as a facsimile or telephone. 

In the system of the credit company which is the credit card supplier, when an inquiry as 
to the reliability of a customer is received from the member store, the reliability of the 
customer is verified by searching files stored in the memory device 43, and if the 
reliability is good and a decision is made to grant the issuance of a credit card, second 
identification information "1234" generated by means for generating second 
identification information and the first identification information "0001" of the card for 
which a notification has been received are stored in the memory device 43 along with 
information such as the customer name, address, date of birth etc. or a simple numerical 
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value such as 0 or 1 or a symbol as information indicating the validity of the card, and 
the member store is notified that the issuance of the card has been authorized. The 
member store which has received notification from the system of the credit company 
which is the credit card supplier authorizing the issuance of the card then issues the card 
with the first identification information "0001" to the customer, and the customer who 
has received the card can then immediately use the credit card. 

Furthermore, in this example, the first identification information "0001" is newly stored 
in the memory device 43 of the system of the card supplier when issuing the card, but it 
is possible to pre-store first identification information "0001" in the memory device 43, 
or to have the first identification information "0001" and second identification 
information "1234" stored in the memory device 43 on a correspondence basis, making 
the card valid when the other information is newly stored. Additionally, the second 
identification information may also be pre-entered on the card as in the card 50 of Fig. 3, 
and while the previous example is one wherein new information is not written into the 
card, the card may be issued after writing information such as the second identification 
information for validating the card, then issuing the card. The information for 
validating these cards is capable of making the cards valid even when stored in the 
memory device 34 of the system of the card issuer. 

Additionally, with regard to other cards 20 or cards 50 having first identification 
information or first identification information and second identification information 
possessed by the member store, since the information for validating those cards is not 
stored in the system of the credit company which is the credit card supplier, they cannot 
be used as credit cards, so that unauthorized issuance is prevented, and even if cards 
which have not yet been issued are stolen or lost due to inadequate control by the 
member store, unauthorized use can be prevented. Therefore, by working the present 
invention, it is possible to offer a credit card system in which, instead of the 
conventional system of having cards which have not yet been issued controlled by a 
credit company, large numbers of cards to be issued can be supplied to member stores, 
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enabling credit cards to be issued in response to card issuance requests of visiting 
customers immediately and securely at member stores. 

Additionally, the present system can be applied not only to the relationship between 
credit companies and member stores, but also to the relationship between the card 
issuing department and other departments in companies having a card issuing 
department, thereby enabling the issuance of cards to be controlled by the card issuing 
department with a higher level of responsibility. 

Effects of the Invention 

The effects of the present invention, as described in the detailed description of the 
invention, are such as to enable immediate point-of-sales issuance of credit cards using 
existing equipment without modifying (rebuilding) the systems of card issuing offices, 
simply by modifying (rebuilding) the system of the credit companies (or the systems of 
member stores if systems of a certain size are provided therein) enabling high sales 
promotion effects due to credit sales to be readily introduced at a low cost. 
Furthermore, there a many advantages such as preventing unauthorized use with an 
extremely high level of reliability due to the granting of use of the card within only a 
certain credit limit as in conventional credit cards. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 A diagram for explaining a system according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. 



Fig. 2 A diagram showing an example of information written on a card used in an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
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Fig. 3 A diagram showing an example of information written on a card used in an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 4 A diagram showing the flow of procedures in an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 5 A diagram showing the flow of procedures in an embodiment of the present 
invention. 



Description of Reference Numbers 

20 card 

21 first identification information entry space 

22 user term of validity entry space 

23 company code entry space 

30 card issuer system processing device 

31 card issuer system input device 

32 card issuer system reader 

33 card issuer system display device 

34 card issuer system memory device 

35 communication adapter 

36 communication line 

40 card supplier system processing device 

41 card supplier system input device 

42 card supplier system display device 

43 card supplier system memory device 

50 card 

5 1 first identification information entry space 
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52 second identification information entry space 

53 user term of validity information entry space 

54 company code entry space 



